
Western Flat – Sandy Soils Field Walk - Tuesday 4 June 2019 - 1 to 5 pm  
 
A field walk was held at Western Flat, commencing at Martin Harvey’s (Paxton Stud) and concluding at 
Mark Pridhams, with the Western Flat Ag Bureau providing a bbq dinner. Seventeen local famers and 
agronomists attended. Mel Fraser from Rural Solutions SA facilitated the day and delivered the 
technical content. Upon arrival, attendees were asked to introduce themselves and share with the 
group “what questions do you have that you’d like addressed today”. The following themes were raised: 

 How to best address water repellent sand? 

 Are our sands compacted; do they need to be 
ripped? 

 Is acidity a problem? 

 How much clay to do you need to apply? 

 How do we make soil amelioration pay in grazing 
systems? 

 
 

Mel then delivered content and provided demonstrations to cover the following: 

 How to determine how repellent your sand is; treatment options. 

 How to determine the pH of your soil; treatment options.  

 How much clay you need to spread to obtain 5 – 7% clay content on a sandy soil. 

 Methods of clay incorporation. 

 Identifying physical constraints in sandy soils; explanation of soil bulk density and penetration 
resistance; demonstration of penetrometer; deep ripping considerations. 

 
There was good interaction and sharing of ideas and experience on the day, particularly from 
agronomists and participating land owners Martin Harvey and Mark Pridham. All attendees stayed on to 
enjoy a meal at the end, which was good affirmation of a valuable day. Conversation around the fire 
included the following comments: 

 “Thanks for a great day. I’ve come to realise that it is more complex than I first thought.” 

 “We need to better understand which parts of the paddock need to be ripped, versus delved, 
versus clay spread.” 

  “I’m going to buy a pH test kit and dig some holes to look for deeper acidity” 

 “I really learnt a lot today, thank you. I’m not a farmer, I’m just visiting my friend, so I thought 
I’d come along. You did a good job to explain everything in a way that even I could understand” 

 “Thanks for coming out and presenting to our group. We’ve been inactive for a few years and I 
think it’s time we got the Ag Bureau going again as we’ve attracted a good new crowd of 
people today. It’s great to have experts come out to our patch to present to us” 

 

 

What could be useful: 

 The development of a standard set of 
handout/fact sheet materials that can be 
provided at these events, along with a 
complimentary pH test kit.  

 Funding for on-farm demonstrations and 
guest presenters.  

 Economics!  The costs of amelioration and the 
payback period in grazing systems is not well 
understood; this needs to be quantified to 
increase uptake and improve productivity.   

 


